
Solving Trig Problems 
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Version 1: Finding the top side 

i.e. Finding the opposite for ���� or ������� or the adjacent for ������.   
 

 

1.  Label the triangle.   

2.  Choose the appropriate formula.   
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3.  Substitute in the numbers.   
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4.  Rearrange for �.   
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Version 2: Finding the other side 

i.e. Finding the hypotenuse for ���� or ������ or the adjacent for �������.   
 

 

1.  Label the triangle.   

2.  Choose the appropriate formula.   
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3.  Substitute in the numbers.   

��� �$ �
%$

�
 

4.  Rearrange for �.   
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Version 3: Finding the angle 

i.e. Finding a missing angle when you know the length of two sides.   
 

 

1.  Label the triangle.   

2.  Choose the appropriate formula.   
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3.  Substitute in the numbers.   
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4.  Rearrange for �.   
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